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Why Visit China?



But Some May Have Hesitationsé



Forests of China

Forest coverage:

1949:  8.6%

2008:  20.36%

2004-2008:

20 million ha

= California



The World is Watching China

2000 - 2005

Country                  Annual Change
(1 000 ha/yr)

China                           + 4058

US + 159



Contradiction between the supply and 

demand of forest products in China

Å2005

o Demand: 240 million m3

o Supply: 170 million m3

o Shortage: 70 million m3

Å2015

o Demand: 330 million m3

o Supply: 195 million m3

o Shortage: 140 million m3

Short-term: Increase timber importation

Long-term: Determined by its basic national conditions

Solution: ñProgram for Fast-growing and High-yielding Forestò

In 2001 2015 about 13.33 million ha fast - growing and high - yielding 

plantations will be established, offering 130 million m 3 of timber



Challenge 1: Forest Resources are Scarce
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Challenge 2: Forest Distribution Unbalanced  

38%

14%
30%

6.5%



Challenge 3: Afforestation Will Be More Difficult

Å13% good land for 
afforestation

Å52% poor quality of land 
for afforestation 

ÅPay higher cost for 
future

V2010, forest area increase 4 million ha

V2011-2020, annual mean afforestation area > 5 million ha

V2050, compare with 2020, increase 47 million ha

ÅChinese governmentôs commitment to UNFCCC* in 2009

* UNFCCC: United Nation Framework Convention on Climate Change



Challenge 4: Forest Quality is Poor

ÅDidnôt care much about the 
source of seeds and seedlings

ÅMost of forests are not 
managed timely.

ÅThere are large area of non -
thinned young and middle 
aged forest.



Fores Cover and Popolation Change in China
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Challenge 5: Huge Population

Forest Cover and Population Change in China

President Mao called on ñMore People, More Powerò



Population Density Map Forest Distribution Map
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Eco - compensation policies issued in 1998

Aug 28, 1998 

Peopleôs Daily 

Oversea Edition

Natural Forest 

Protection Program 

initiated in response 

to 1998 Floods

China Will Completely Ban of Logging 
of Natural Forest in Yangtze River 
and Yellow River Catchments 



Areas of Natural Forest Protection Program

-40%



É Reduce timber production  86 million m 3 totally 
(2000 -2007)

É 740,000 workers unemployed
ÅOne- time compensate to 278,000 workers
Åprovide basic subsidy for others

É Total investment: 
Å1998 - 2010: 16 billion USD
Å68 million ha

Results



Conversion of Farmland to Forests

> 25 degree



Conversion of Farmland to Forests 

VOne time reimbursement for reforestation: $110/ha

VAnnual cash subsidy: $44/ha

VNorth China: 1500 kg grain/ha/year (or $154/ha/year)

VSouth China: 2250 kg grain/ha/year (or $230/ha/year)

Yangtze River

Yellow River

VOne time reimbursement for reforestation: $10/person

VAnnual cash subsidy: $4/person

VNorth China: 140 kg grain/person (or $29/person/year)

VSouth China: 210 kg grain/person (or $43/person/year)

Only 0.09 ha/farmer



É Program covers 25 provinces

Åconverted: 9.3 million ha farm land
Åplanted: 14 million ha barren land

É 124 million farmers involved  (total 850 million 
farmer)

É Total investment: 
Å 63 billion USD

Results



Overview of Beijing

ÁTotal area: 16,400km2 mountainous 

area:61.4%

Á2008, registered residents: 17 million.

ÁAverage annual rainfall: 585mm (~23 

inches)

ÁPrimary vegetation is mixed 

deciduous forest of the warm 

temperate zone. 

Á2007, forest coverage, 36%

1949, forest coverage, 1.3%

Beijing


















