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Location , Area, Population

- Westernmost country of Europe bordered by the Atlantic ocean to the
west and south and by Spain to the North and East
- The Atlantic archipelagos of the Azores and Madeira are also part of
Portugal
- 92,090 Km2 (35,645 sq mi) of total area
- population: 11,317,192 (May 2010 estimate)

Portugal in EU map. Portugal map.
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Geography and climate

- Mainland Portugal is split by its main river, the Tagus. Northern Portugal, 
with its mountains and high plateaus and deep valleys, is very different from 
the lower, mainly flat areas of the south , with few outstanding features.

Northern Portugal landscape. Southern Portugal landscape. 
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- Portugal has a Mediterranean climate (rainy winter and dry and hot
summer)
- Annual average temperature in mainland Portugal 13 C (55.4 F) -
18 C (64.4 F).
- 2500 to 3200 hours of sunshine a year
- Rainfall is uneven, with marked differences between the north and 
south 
- Both the Azores and the Madeira Islands have a Subtropical
climate , but there are differences between the islands.

South Coast ïAlgarve. Laurissilva Forest ïMadeira.
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Forest of Portugal

-The Portuguese forest is a
very old ecosystem,
beginning with deciduous
trees in the North and
evergreen trees in the
South . Currently, the
Portuguese forest area
occupies about 3.3 million
hectares (8.15 million
acres) .

- Portugal has the highest
proportion of forest area
in Europe (38 %) ðlarger
than the area dedicated to
agriculture (33%).
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Forest Species Area

Forest Tree Species Forestry Area (%) Area (ha)

Maritime Pine (Pinus pinaster) 29,1 976.069

Stone Pine (Umbrella Pine) 2,3 77.650

Other Conifers 0,8 27.258

Holm Oak (Quercus rotundifolia ) 13,8 461.577

Other Oak Trees (Quercus ) 3,9 130.899

Chestnut Tree 1,2 40.579

Eucalypt (Eucaliptus globulus) 20,1 672.149

Cork Oak (Quercus suber ) 21,3 712.813

Other Broadleaves 3,0 102.037

Total 100,0 3.349.327

Distribution of Forest Area by species (DGRF, IFN 2001).
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- Maritime pine (Pinus pinaster ), Cork oak (Quercus suber ) and Eucalyptus
(Eucalyptus spp.) are the three most representative species, and are also of
greatest economic interest .
Together, they occupy nearly 75% of the forest area.

-The Maritime pine is the species that occupies the largest area, being the
backbone of the sawmill and particleboard industry .

Maritime Pine.

Maritime Pine  timber.

Maritime Pine stand         after 

pruning.
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- The Cork oak (Quercus suber ) occupies an area that corresponds to about
25% of its natural distribution throughout the world .
- Cork products (it is the primary source of cork for wine bottle stoppers),
amounting to about 900 million euros (1. 15 billion $US), (APCOR,2003 ).
- Portugal provides half the world ôsproduction of cork .

Cork Oak in the world (APCOR).

Wine bottle stoppers

13


