Valume 10 Jssue 2, Upul 2011

4033 SW Canyon Road
Portland, Oregon 97221 USA
Phone: 503-488-2130

Fax: 503-228-4608
http://wfi.worldforestry.org

WFI Staff

Sara Wu, WFI Director
503-488-2130
swu@uworldforestry.org

Chandalin Bennett,

WEFI Program Manager
503-488-2137
cbennett@worldforestry.org

WEFI Fellows

Kwangho Baek, South
Korea
kbaek@worldforestry.org

Khurram Sheikh, Canada
ksheikh@worlsforestry.org

Gabriel Salako, Nigeria
gsalako@ worldforestry.org
Ghazala Yasmeen, Pakistan

gyasmeen@worldforestry.org
)

Meijuan Luo, China
mluo@worldforestry.org

Chia-Chen Wu, Taiwan
cwu@worldforestry.org

Tim Sanders, Australia
tsanders@worldforesty.org

Ning Hou, China
nhou@worldforesty.org

WFI Welcomes Three New Fellows

WFI welcomes Gabriel Salako
from Gashau, Nigeria. Gabriel
is a principal lecturer at Umar
Suleiman College of Educa-
tion and holds BS and MS
degrees in geography and
natural resource management.
For the past six
years Gabriel has also been a
consultant and facilitator on
environmental resource man-
agement issues to Yobe State
government in Nigeria.

Gabriel joins WFI to learn
about the prospects of devel-
oping softwood plantations in
a unique part of NE Nigeria
called the Mambilla Plateau.
Gabriel will look into growth
parameters of PNW conifer
species and determine the
suitability of these or similar
species for plantation develop-
ment back home.

WEFI welcomes its first Nigerian
Fellow into the program, Gabriel
Salako.

Another new Fellow joining
the WFI family is Australian
Tim Sanders. Tim comes from
Melbourne, Australia where
he is a senior silviculture for-
ester for VicForests.

Tim comes to WFI on a six-
month Fellowship jointly
sponsored by Forest & Wood
Products Australia and The
Gottstein Trust. Tim will in-
vestigate the types of silvicul-
tural techniques employed in
the US to help ensure the con-
tinued survival of merchant-
able tree species in the face of
climate change. Tim hopes to
learn from North American
experiences in this field in
order to apply successful prin-
cipals back in Australia. Tim
also brought his wife and two
young children with him here
to enjoy all that the Pacific
Northwest has to offer — just
in time for the great summer
weather.

Tim Sanders from Melbourne,
Australia will stay at WFI for a
six month fellowship.

Most recently, we welcome a
new Fellow from Beijing,
China, Dr. Ning Hou. Ning is
a lecturer in forest economics
and management at Beijing
Forestry University. Ning was
awarded a scholarship as an
outstanding educator through
China’s Ministry of Education

and the China Scholarship
Council to study abroad for
one year.

While at WFI, Ning will focus
on learning about market sys-
tems and mechanisms of pay-
ment for forestry carbon ser-
vices. She is interested in the
development of voluntary car-
bon markets and hopes to un-
derstand how these systems
work in the U.S and also what
the motivations are for enter-
ing into these markets. She
hopes to provide a reference
for forestry carbon markets in
China in the future.

Dr. Ning Hou from Beijing For-
estry University is visiting the US
for the first time.

In addition to welcoming all
our new Fellows, we inevita-
bly had to say goodbye to oth-
ers. Nepalese Fellow Jagdish
Poudel returned home to
Kathmandu in early April.
While he was excited to return
home, he promised to visit us
all again in the near future.
We look forward to hearing
from him!



Alumni Updates

We are happy to report that all of our
Japanese alumni are fine after the dev-
astating earthquake in March. Imme-
diately following the quake, WFI con-
tacted its Japanese alumni to verify
their safety. Below are some of the
replies we received.

Kenji Kariya in Tsukuba, Japan re-
ported that he and his wife are doing
well. “Tsukuba area was not damaged
seriously in comparison with more
north areas, though food and gasoline
shortage is the problem. After five
days, we still have a lot of aftershocks.
However, we should say thank you
from the bottom of our heart for our
safety.”

Tateki Hata in Osaka, Japan reported
that he is okay because his house is
1,000 km away from the area that the
earthquake occurred in.

Daisuke Tajima in Tokyo, Japan re-
ported that he is fine, although the
earthquake was really terrible. Spring
is usually a time when companies re-
cruit from college campuses, but Dai-
suke reports that few companies have
participated this year, leaving many
college graduates without employ-
ment.

WEFI Director Sara Wu also visited
Japan in early April. She notes that “If
you had never been to Tokyo you
could easily think that nothing major
had occurred.” But there are small
signs everywhere that life has changed.
The streets are darker as light displays
remain turned off at night. Some esca-
lators do not run, and shopping centers
open late to conserve electricity. Traf-
fic is much lighter, with more people
riding bikes. Some folks get off work
early in the afternoon so they can catch
a train home. Narita airport is like a
ghost town, and where once foreign
tourists were seen everywhere on the
streets of Tokyo, they are now con-
spicuously absent. And then there are
the constant aftershocks—including
the 6.6 aftershock just hours after
Sara’s arrival. “In spite of everything,
the Japanese
remain in-
credibly calm
and resolute,
and they are
focused on
moving for-
ward.”

Page 2

Fellows Visit H. J. Andrews Experimental Forest

Fellows spent a sunny win-
ter day in early March ex-
ploring H.J. Andrews Ex-
perimental Forest in Blue
River, OR. The experimental
forest was established in
1948 with the intention of
generating information on
federal land management.
Today, HJA continues with
the same goal, but has
broadened its scope to in-
clude the study of a wide
range of forest ecological
processes.

There are currently about
100 different ongoing re-
search projects at HJA, rang-
ing from watershed and ri-
parian ecological studies to
stand structure and carbon
dynamics research. The for-
est supervisor for HIA,
Mark Schulze, showed Fel-
lows a small sample of some
of these projects — those that
could be reached in the
snowy conditions of early
March. The first stop was to
an undisturbed old growth
forest where some of the
Douglas fir trees were over

500 years old. HJA was one of
the first places to study old
growth forest and subsequently
also become the first place

where the spotted owl was stud-
ied.

Two other watersheds were vis-
ited throughout the day. Moni-
toring equipment used for vari-
ous research projects was show-
cased, including the water gaug-
ing station, fiber optic cables for
measuring airflow, and the
weather station which measures
everything from rain and snow
volumes to wind and solar ra-
diation.

Fellows explore the Douglas fir old-
growth forest.

Meijuan (China) stands under
special cables that collect wind
and airflow data in the water-
shed.

Even with only being able to
access the low elevation
sites at this time of year,
Fellows came away with a
sense of the important re-
search that occurs at HJA.
“I’m so glad I got the chance
to see this place before I
left” said Nepalese Fellow
Jagdish, who concluded by
remarking “...this place is
amazing, the research they
do here has importance
around the world.”

Lessons in Wetland Banking from City of Eugene

A visit to the city offices in
Eugene, Oregon, provided
WFI Fellows an exciting day
of learning about wetlands
and wetland mitigation
banking. Wetland prairie
covers approximately 3,000
acres in the west part of the
city and is managed through
the West Eugene Wetland
Programs. One component
of this broad-based program
is the West Eugene Wetland
Mitigation Bank (WEW
Bank) which was developed
in the early 1990’s as a
measure to protect and re-
store the wetlands while
benefiting the community.

Ecologists Diane Steek and Paul
Gordon gave a presentation
about the banking system and
toured the group around some
wetland areas that act as part of
the ‘bank’. Working on a
slightly different model than
private wetland banks in the
state, WEW restores approxi-
mately two or more acres of
wetland habitat for every credit
that is purchased through the
bank. The WEW Bank services
the needs of the greater Eugene
community and through this,
provides recreation opportuni-
ties like bird watching and bike
trails, which the group was able
to enjoy during their visit.

Fellows gather on the levee road
of Amazon Creek in the Long
Tom Watershed. Top: Chia-
Chen (Taiwan) finds a small
snake in the grass. Bottom: Fel-
lows look out over wetland prai-
rie that is being restored.



Recent Events

WFI recently joined a field tour of
the Willamette Valley water sys-
tems to learn about water resource
management throughout the re-
gion. As part of an NSF funded
project, OSU, PSU, and UO be-
gan a project to study alternative
futures in water scarcity through-
out the region. Using an approach
designed to scientists,
policy makers, and local land and
water managers, the field trip was

include

a huge success in communicating
the state of our water resources
and issues that we need to be
thinking about for the future.

Fellows exchanged ideas and infor-
mation with participants throughout
the field tour.
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Pakistani Fellow Ghazala Yas-
meen presented her research at
Oregon State University in April.
Making
warming temperatures and wild-
fire incidence and severity within
the US, Ghazala argues that cli-
mate change has a clear impact
on wildfires.

connections between

Ghazala presented in the College of
Forestry at OSU.
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WFI Participates in Tree School 2011

Tree School this year was a
huge success! Fellows at-
tended the Clackamas
County Tree School program
in mid-March where they
enjoyed many informative
classes along with interac-
tion with forest landowners.

Each of the Fellows signed
on for various classes, in-
cluding a chainsaw operation
class and others that dis-
cussed pertinent forest health
Overall,
were very impressed with
the forum used to educate

issues. Fellows

the public about their natural
resources. “We don’t have
anything like this in Tai-
wan,” said Fellow Chia-
Chen Wu. “It’s a really good
idea to bring local forestland
owners together and teach

them about the latest science
and technology used in for-
estry.” Chia-Chen was so
impressed with Tree School
that he has begun writing an
article about it for the news-
letter published by his em-

Some of the Fellows learned
about the ecology of local tree
species like the Douglas fir in
the background.

ployer, Taiwan Forest Re-
search Institute. In fact, all the
Fellows were impressed by
Tree School and had a thor-
oughly fulfilling, informative,
and fun day.

The group enjoyed lunch at
Clackamas County Community
College while mingling with other
Tree School participants.

Fellows Tour Largest Nursery in Oregon

The J. Frank Schmidt & Son
nursery in Boring, Oregon
started out as a small 10-acre
patch of land some 60 years
ago, but has since grown into
the sprawling 3,000 acres
that WFTI visited in April.

The  wholesale-
only nursery grows
trees from seed,
cuttings, and tissue
culture and main-
tains  specialty
lines of species
that they have de-
veloped and trade-
marked over the
years. The nursery
grows  roughly
20% of their trees
from tissue culture
and  80%
grown bare root.

Nancy Buley and San Doane
took Fellows around the
entire facility including the
pruning station, cold stor-
ages, greenhouses and the
orchard. The group was in-
terested to learn that trees

can stay in cold storage for

up to 6-8 months before they
are shipped out. This keeps
the trees dormant, so they
don’t bloom before they get to
their destination.

Most importantly, Fellows got

a sense of the scale of opera-
tion of this nursery
and understood all
the  components
that makes it a suc-
cessful  business.
“They do a very
good job here,”
says Canadian Fel-
low Khurram
Sheikh who was
impressed by the
quality and quan-
tity of production.

are Gabriel (Nigeria) investigates the container trees that are
getting ready to be shipped out.



Recent Events

WFC premiered the newly released
documentary about the life and work
of naturalist Aldo Leopold, called
Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and a Land
Ethic for Our Time. Fellows were
inspired by the reverence given to the
American naturalist and truly enjoyed
the unique story and well-made film.

A large group attended the premier.
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Two new exhibits opened in the WFC
Discovery Museum: one showcasing
the WFI Fellowship program and an-
other called Earth From Space. The
WFI exhibit highlights the history of
the Fellowship program, select Fel-
lows and their research projects, and
there is also a streaming video to view.

Top: Introductory panel of new WFI
exhibit. Bottom: Kwangho and Gabriel
previewed the Earth from Space ex-
hibit.

Page 4

Fellows Dine with Harry Merlo

Harry Merlo hosted WFI
Fellows for dinner and dis-
cussion in early March. The
group talked about current
trends in global forestry
markets and the role that
biomass in particular was
playing in these. Interest in
biomass has certainly been
growing and Harry was able
to share some of his experi-
ences about his involvement
in Oregon’s biomass indus-
try. Discussion centered
around the logistics and
costs involved for a private
landowner to collect and
transport woody forest bio-
mass. Harry gave a realistic
picture of the local industry
and talked of some of the
complexities of the industry
such as current regulations
and policies, and the lack of
incentives for landowners at
the moment.

Fellows also shared their
knowledge about forestry
around the world and every-
one left a little wiser than
when they walked in. All in
all, Fellows had a lovely

evening of fine food and
laughter and were extremely
grateful for the opportunity
to engage with such a suc-
cessful entrepreneur and
supporter of world forestry.

Harry Merlo served wonderful food and his delicious wine at a formal
dinner for the WFI international researchers.

More WFI Happenings...

Fellows toured Georgia-
Pacific’s Wauna paper mill
near Clatskanie, Oregon.
Fellows were taken through
the entire production of the
paper products produced at

this plant, which include

The Wauna paper mill was an extensive com-
plex that the Fellows spent a day at learning
about how our forest resources become our

everyday paper products.

paper towels and toilet pa-
per. From the wood chip
piles through to the packag-
ing of the products, Fellows
learned not only of the proc-
ess, but also about the con-
nection this industry has to
the forest and the
environment.
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A few of the Fel-
lows visited Ore-
gon Department
of Forestry head-
quarters in the
capitol city to
celebrate  ODF’s
centennial
versary. The
festivities  in-

anni-

cluded a tree

Meijuan (China) and Chia-Chen
(Taiwan) met up with Oregon’s
new state forester, Doug Decker.

planting ceremony, a recitation
of some of ODF’s history, and
talking with ODF staff and other
attendees. All had a great time!



