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What is wetland

× Wetlands are lands transitional between 
terrestrial and aquatic systems where the water 
table is usually at or near the surface or the land 
is covered by shallow water. 

× Wetlands must have one or more of the following 
three attributes: Hydrology, Hydrophytes, hydric 
soils.



Type of wetlands

×Marshes
Tidal 

Nontidal

Wet meadows

Vernal pools 

Prairie potholes 

Playa lakes

×Swamps
Forested Swamps

Bottomland Hardwoods

Shrub Swamps

Mangrove Swamps

×Bogs
Northern Bogs

Pocosins

×Fens



Service of wetlands

×Flood Mitigation

×Storm damage protection

×Water quality improvement

×Habitats for wildlife

×Recreation

×Education

Global value of 

wetland ecosystems at 

$14.9 trillion



Ramsar Covention

× An intergovernmental treaty that 
provides the framework for national 
action and international cooperation for 
the conservation and sustainable use of 
wetlands and their resources.

× Signed in Ramsar, Iran, in 1971

× 160 Contracting Parties

× 1,929 sites designated for the Ramsar 
List of Wetlands of International 
Importance

× Total surface area: 75.2 million acreas



Ramsar Covention

× The Convention uses a broad definition:

ñWhether natural or artificial, permanent or 
temporary, with water that is static or flowing, 
fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine 
water the depth of which at low tide does not 
exceed six meters.ò



Wetlands in China 
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96,200,000 acres(38,480,000 ha) wetlands in China

Types

× Coastal/Marine

× Rivers

× Lakes

× Marshes

× Artificia l 

Chinese wetlands types



Wetlands



Waterfowls



Wetland conservation

×550 Wetland nature reserves

×100 wetland parks



China's Wetlands of International Importance

×37 Wetlands of 
International 
Importance , 13 
million acreas.



Zhalong Wetland Reserve
Hometown of Red - crowned Crane

Qiqihaer

Heilongjiang Province,

Northeast China


